
Upcoming MSR Events

• National Night Out is scheduled for October 1st at the Pool Pavilion.

• Fall Festival is scheduled for October 26th at the Pool Pavilion.

• Turkey Trot is scheduled for November 28th.

• Neighborhood Signage Decoration is scheduled for November 30th.

• Cookies with Santa is scheduled for December 7th at the Pool Pavilion.
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Importance of House Numbers
You moved to Mountain Springs Ranch for secluded 
Hill Country living, but could someone find you if 
needed? House numbers are not only convenient for 
finding addresses but necessary for emergency 
responders to locate those in need. Minutes matter 
so be sure that fire, ambulance, and police personnel 
can quickly find your address.

The harder it is to find the numbers, the longer it will 
take emergency personnel to arrive at the scene. 
First responders look for the blue reflective address 
signs. 

If you are unsure that your house numbers are 
visible try standing at the road in front of your 
house. Check if the numbers are easy to locate. If 
not, make the necessary changes to properly display 
your address. A few tips to consider:

• If your home is set back and cannot be seen from 
the road, post the house numbers at the entrance 
of your driveway or use the blue reflective signs.

• Make sure the numbers are large enough and can 
be easily seen from the road. 

• Choose a font and color that is easy to read.
• Keep trees and plants trimmed so not to block the 

house numbers.

Residents may contact the Bulverde Spring Branch 
Fire and EMS to obtain the blue reflective address 
signs that identify your property in an emergency.  
Order online at www.bsb911.com. The cost is $25 
and includes delivery and installation.  
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Board of Directors Corner

Another recent complaint involves solicitors. If they are in the neighborhood, you are under no obligation 
to listen to their pitch and it is perfectly acceptable to remind them that solicitors are not allowed in 
Mountain Springs Ranch. And, if you live in a gated neighborhood, please be aware that the Association 
does not share gate codes with solicitors.

Are you aware of the year-round watering schedule Canyon Lake Water Service Company (CLWSC) set 
forth this spring? The schedule is posted on the front page of our website. We have also been receiving 
recent notices from the water company about low water levels and restricted watering. If you have 
questions about watering schedules, you should contact CLWSC at 830-312-4600.

The Architectural Control Committee (ACC) has been reviewing and considering revisions to the 
Architectural and Site Design Guidelines (ASDGs) for Mountain Springs Ranch POA this past year. The 
Board of Directors approved the revised ASDGs on August 1, 2019 and they are posted on the Association 
website.  Please refer to the revised ASDGs and in particular the revised fine schedule in Appendix C.

The ACC receives frequent complaints from residents about home construction occurring after hours and 
on Sundays. To help with enforcement of the work hours and reduce the number of complaints to the 
ACC, the Association will soon place work hour signs at our 311, Comal Springs, and Vistas entrances so 
there should be no question of acceptable construction work hours.

Did you notice the plantings in front of our 311 entrance monuments have been trimmed? We are 
waiting for bids on repair of the fountains and after bids have been received, the Board will make the 
decision on whether or not fountain repair is feasible.

If you have questions or concerns, you may contact our management company. The management 
company can handle most questions and will pass them along to our Board of Directors if Board attention 
is needed. Our manager is Arthur Bedford at Diamond Association Management & Consulting.  His email 
is arthur@damctx.com and he may be reached by phone at 210-561-0606. And, the Board is always 
available to property owners at msrpoa@msrpoa.com.

Mountain Springs Ranch will participate in National Night Out on October 1st. This is a national event 
hosted by our Social Committee. National Night Out is a great opportunity to meet your neighbors and 
local first responders and discuss ideas for a safer community. Please mark your calendar and plan to 
attend National Night Out and check the schedule listed by the Social Committee for additional events.

Thank you to our Board members and Committees who work behind the scenes to keep our community a 
desired location n the Texas Hill Country. Please read the committee news in this newsletter to get an 
idea of their involvement in our community and consider joining a committee or the Board of Directors.  
It’s a great way to get to know your neighbors while you are helping our community. And finally, a big 
thank you to Frances Trilone for putting together this newsletter.

Recently, the Board has received complaints 
from residents about drones invading their 
privacy. We know drones are popular and fun 
but please fly your drone responsibly in our 
neighborhood. Drones hovering outside 
resident’s windows or over pools are not 
acceptable recreational uses.

2019 MSR BOARD MEETING DATES
• August 26th

• September 23rd

• October 28th

• November 11th

GVTC Auditorium conference at 6:30pm

mailto:arthur@damctx.com
mailto:msrpoa@msrpoa.com


Come to the library on Saturday, September 28th from 1pm –
4pm for a Grand Opening Celebration Ceremony and Party!

At 1pm, we will have a flag ceremony, welcome, Chamber of 
Commerce ribbon cutting, and adjourn inside (past the newly 
revealed donor wall) for a program with distinguished guests, 
including San Antonio Public Library Director, Ramiro S. Salazar.
Come browse the new library where there will be crafts, games, 
food vendors, live music and giveaways.
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Lighting Committee
The lighting committee currently has four volunteers. Our primary focus is the lighting applications for 
new homes, and the review of the lighting after installation. These are after dark inspections to validate 
that what was submitted is an approved fixture and light color (3000 Kelvin or less) per the DarkSky.org 
web site. We support the ACC with this effort.

We are also working with owners concerning lighting that is of a “nuisance” type. This is lighting that is 
shining in owner’s homes from another property. Some of these, installed as security lighting, have very 
bright lights that are on much or most of the night. Many of these lighting issues could easily be 
corrected by owners by aiming the lights downward so the light does not shine outward and by 
installing a motion sensor. This would provide the security benefit without being on all night. If you have 
a light that may be one that could be shining outward and is on all night, please consider the suggestions 
made above.

We are also available for consultation with owners concerning new or replacement lights. We can be 
reached at lighting@mspoa.com.

Bracken Cave Experience
Preserve Our Hill Country Environment and Stop 3009 Vulcan Quarry 
cordially invite you to experience one of the great wonders of the natural 
world: the spiraling emergence of over 15 million Mexican free-tailed bats 
as they begin their evening hunt.

Proceeds from this fundraiser will support Bat Conservation International and the ongoing battle against 
the 1,500-acre quarry planned by Vulcan Materials between Bulverde and New Braunfels—just four 
miles north of Bracken Cave. 

Tickets are $55 per person (plus fees). Directions and additional event details will be forwarded 
following ticket purchase. Hors d'oeuvres, beer, and wine begin at 6:30 p.m. Bats emerge at 
approximately 8:00 p.m.

Please join us for an exciting evening you won’t soon forget!
MORE INFO: https://www.stop3009vulcanquarry.com/news/bracken-cave-bat-experience/
TICKETS: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bracken-cave-bat-experience-tickets-67088642937

mailto:lighting@mspoa.com
https://www.stop3009vulcanquarry.com/news/bracken-cave-bat-experience/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bracken-cave-bat-experience-tickets-67088642937
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Pool Committee
Summer is officially winding down but here in Texas we know it can last well 
into the fall. We hope everyone enjoyed the pool this season and will continue 
to enjoy it until those first cold snaps appear. Remember you can reserve the 
lower pool for those fall get togethers when the weather cools off. Just 
contact DAMC to schedule.

Be prepared for the pool complex to be closed temporarily during the 
fall/winter while work is being done to rehabilitate the pavilion. More 
information to come on dates and times.

Since the last newsletter, we've completed a full audit of our irrigation systems. All locations have been 
checked, repaired, and adjusted. There were numerous repairs that were wasting water, and we're 
compliant with current water restrictions. We'd like to thank Maria Brady for her help in getting our 
landscape trimmed up at the 311 entrance. She worked with our maintenance folks to get it looking 
good, and at the same time, they removed an invasive species plant that had gotten out of control. 
Please take a look at the Texas Invasives website to identify plants that we shouldn't plant due to 
control issues: https://www.texasinvasives.org/plant_database/coa_results.php.

Post getting the 311 landscaping cut back as far as we could, we still have a lighting issue. We'll be 
resolving that issue soon so that the name of the neighborhood will be clearly illuminated. We're also 
working on getting all of the monuments cleaned. In addition to the audits and the 311 entrance
trimming, we've also replaced the lighting fixture at the Rebecca Creek entrance.

The fountains... we know they're not functioning. They have fallen into disrepair, and it's going to take 
some work to get them flowing again. We are still in the process of getting bids to find out what it will 
take to get them working. Even though we've had a wetter than average start to summer, we have 
water restrictions looming. Once we get prices for the fix, the Board will have a difficult decision to 
make as to whether we repair the fountains and work within the almost yearly restrictions or adjust the 
landscaping and move forward without the fountains. There are opinions on both sides, and both are 
valid. If you feel strongly please provide your thoughts via email or at a monthly Board meeting.

We also addressed a lighting issue at The Ridge entrance. Those lights hadn't been working for a good 
amount of time and we were not aware. If you see issues with landscaping or lighting in common areas, 
please notify us via the POA email so we can get things functioning promptly.

Landscaping Committee
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If you have ideas for improvements to the pool complex let DAMC know. Remember, this is your amenity 
and it is managed by your neighbors so we are always open to ideas/improvements.

Welcome Committee
The MSR Welcome Committee has visited eight new families this summer with more to come! We provide 
general information about the neighborhood, auto decals, information about the nearby communities and 
a friendly contact if they have more questions. Their gift is a nice canvas bag with the MSR logo.

If you notice new neighbors moving in, please contact us. We don't want to miss anyone! You can send us 
an email by clicking on Welcome Committee on the MSR website. Thank you!

https://www.texasinvasives.org/plant_database/coa_results.php
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Social Committee
Adult's Only Party June 8, 2019
On a HOT, HOT, HOT Saturday afternoon in Sharon and Kevin Smith’s serene backyard, friends and 
neighbors gathered beneath the welcoming shade of oak trees and patio umbrellas, to enjoy each other’s 
company and a tasty potluck. Mary Lu Zellers creativity was on display at each table with a raffia-
wrapped centerpiece of native Texas flowers that were given away at the end of the evening.

Pool Party July 20, 2019
Families attending the Pool Party enjoyed Subway box lunches and Pop’topia pops under the pool 
pavilion. Due to a number of “no show RSVPs” the ESD No. 4 EMS and firefighters at the Rodeo Drive 
Station enjoyed our unclaimed box lunches.
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Sign Committee
Summer real estate selling is in full swing, with lots of activity. But are you aware that Real Estate signs 
placed on properties within Mountain Springs Ranch need to follow the Sign Guidelines developed and 
adopted by the MSR-POA? This document conveys to Real Estate Brokers on these basic sign 
requirements.

These simple guidelines outline the requirements and suggested local supplier. So, before you sign the 
dotted line to list your lot or home for sale within MSR, point your Broker to our MSR-POA website for 
these guidelines:

Real Estate Guidelines: http://msrpoa.com/useful-information-links?id=20:sign-guidelines&catid=1

Other key points:  
1. To keep our entrances into MSR de-cluttered “open house” signage is only allowed during the actual 

open house time frame. 
2. Contractor signs (i.e. pool builder, lot clearing or landscaper) are not allowed to be placed on 

property.

http://msrpoa.com/useful-information-links?id=20:sign-guidelines&catid=1
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How many of you ate meals together as a family every night? If you 
did, I hope you have pleasant memories of your family seated at the 
dining room table, enjoying each other’s company, sharing stories of 
your day, passing bowls and platters of food, trying to get that last 
scoop of mashed potatoes or mac and cheese before anyone else.

I think things have changed a bit in the last 20 years. According to a 
2013 Harris Poll, only 30 percent of American families share dinner 
every night. I know that juggling jobs, kids and demands of a busy, 
modern life often come at the expense of family mealtime at home. 
Here’s the thing:

Benefits of Sitting Down to Dinner
Research has shown that when children and parents gather around the table and engage in 
conversation it:

• Fosters emotional balance
• Fuels better nutrition
• Fends of risky behaviors
• Improves school performance

And, no surprise here, the more often families eat together, the better the results in every area.

September, back-to-school season, is the perfect time to commit to sharing one more family meal at 
home per week

With the start of a new school year, renew your commitment to creating and serving meals at home 
that nourish your kids’ bodies, brains, and help them flourish for life. It’s also the perfect time to learn 
how things are going for your kids at school at the onset of the new school year. If you’re not sure how 
to start that conversation, try this: Tell me one highlight of your day. Tell me one thing you wished had 
gone better.

(continued on next page)

September is National Family Meals Month
By Susan Randolph, Registered Dietitian Nutritionist

Last year, we did an impromptu blend of a no host social and a Turkey 
Trot in the nature preserve. A few of us met that morning by the pool 
and just went for a walk/run down the main trail. We'll improve it this 
year but still maintain the relaxed, no pressure environment. More 
details will follow but if you're not on turkey duty please join us for 
leisurely walk or run through the nature preserve, meet your 
neighbors, and enjoy our little piece of the Hill Country.

Turkey Trot
Some folks may be familiar with a turkey trot... it's often an organized run/race that takes place the 
morning of Thanksgiving. It's a good way to get the day started and burn a few calories ahead of 
time.
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2. Memorize a Couple of Recipes 
One of my favorite tasty and super-easy meals is BarBQ
Ranch Chicken Bites. Mix Ranch Dressing—I use HEB’s 
bottled brand—with your favorite BarBQ sauce, throw in 
boneless, skinless, chopped chicken breast chunks, 
marinate 30 minutes, thread onto a skewer and toss on 
the grill for 10 minutes. Another go-to meal is a very 
simple veggie sandwich. On a crusty Ciabatta roll, spread 
with hummus and hot sauce, layer with lettuce, sliced 
tomato, cucumber and avocado, and top with a slice of 
pepper jack cheese.

September is National Family Meals Month (cont.)
By Susan Randolph, Registered Dietitian Nutritionist

3. Cook Once, Eat All Week
Here’s a great resource from my favorite food and cooking website, The Kitchn

https://www.thekitchn.com/cook-once-eat-all-week-10-big-batch-summer-suppers-245073

4. Convenience Is a Good Thing
Keep canned and frozen fruits, veggies and whole grains on hand so you can throw a meal 
together when you’re short on time and ideas.

5. Invite Your Littlest Guests to be Your Sous Chefs
In an age-appropriate way, get your kids involved in meal planning, food shopping and meal prep 
whenever you can. They’re more likely to eat what they help prepare.

For more detailed information go to:
https://www.fmi.org/family-meals/
https://www.fmi.org/family-meals-month/recipe-resources

Make Meals Happen
My Top Five Meal Planning Secrets

1. Plan Ahead and Keep it Simple
Saturday night is when I plan my meals and make my list for the following week. Every night has a 
theme—here’s my system: Sunday is Slow Cooker night; Monday is Salad night; Tuesday is Taco 
night; Wednesday is Pasta night; Thursday is Casserole night; Friday is Pizza night; Saturday is 
Leftover night. Whatever works for your family.

https://www.thekitchn.com/recipe-bbq-ranch-chicken-bites-259034
https://www.thekitchn.com/
https://www.thekitchn.com/cook-once-eat-all-week-10-big-batch-summer-suppers-245073
https://www.fmi.org/family-meals/
https://www.fmi.org/family-meals-month/recipe-resources

